
Page 1 

Volume 3, Issue 1 of 2 

A newsletter dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation and placement of abused, neglected and slaughterbound horses. 

Editorial 

T
he

 

Gina Brown, Founder

Programs & Services 2 

Equine Memorial Building 3 

What s New 5 

Horse Care Tips 6 

True Tails 7 

Adopter Profile 8 

Guardian Angels 9 

2004 PMU Foal Rescue 10 

Where Are They Now? 11 

SHHR s 5t h Annual PMU Foal B i r t hday Bash! 
August 14th & 15th, 2004  

If you ve adopted a PMU horse plan to participate in this wonderful event. If  you are 
considering a PMU foal adoption OR if you just love horses you won t want to miss 
this opportunity! There will be so many beautiful horses of all breed styles and color-
ing! This two day event will consist of natural horse training (clinicians to be an-
nounced), a PMU horse show with fun classes including halter, walk-trot, trail class 
and costume class. We will have equine business vendors, food and refreshments, 
prizes and a silent auction. More information will be provided in the summer Newslet-
ter (send your newsletter donation to be on our permanent mailing list). Participation 
forms for vendors and the foal show will be available on our website soon. 
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Horse Rescue, Rehab and Adoption 
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Horsemanship Education and Training 
Humane Officer/Animal Cruelty Investigation 

Horse Rescue 

SHHR is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to equine rescued and rehabilitation  
and horsemanship education for the prevention of abuse, neglect and slaughter. 

Spring Hill Horse Rescue s mis-
sion is to rescue and rehabilitate 
horses while educating horse 
owners on proper care and horse 
handling to prevent future abuse. 
Below is a listing of our programs: 
1) Rescue and Rehabilitation 

 
Horses that are rescued from 
abuse, neglect or slaughter are re-
habilitated physically with proper 
nutrition and medical attention. 
When horses arrive they are evalu-
ated as to their physical and mental 
condition as well as their riding abili-
ties (when healthy enough). We 
then rehabilitate them mentally us-
ing lots of TLC, patience, and natu-
ral horse training methods if neces-
sary. It is incredible to watch the 
layers of abuse and betrayal peel 
away from these horses as they 
begin to trust in humans once 
again. These horses are offered for 
adoption into good, loving homes. 
The fee s are set depending on the 
cost of the horse, medical and vet 
fee s and other expenses such as 
deworming, vaccinations, etc plus a 
20% donation. Adoption fees usu-
ally vary from $100  $1500. 
2) PMU Foal Program  Our PMU 
foal program is truly a win-win 
situation where adopters get a foal 

of their specifications and one more 
PMU foal is given the gift of life. The 
foal rescue is done annually in Sep-
tember but pre-registered adopters 
are gathered throughout the year. 
Our foals have been adopted all 
over New England, New York and 
parts of the East Coast. See the 
PMU Foal Rescue section for more 
details. 
3) Educational Prevention Pro-
grams Spring Hill Horse Rescue 
believes that the key to horse 
abuse, neglect and needless 
slaughter is to educate those people 
that effect the lives of horses includ-
ing owners, law enforcement, hu-
mane officers, barn managers, 
camp leaders, 4 H leaders and any-
one else involved in equine activi-
ties. We are strong advocates of 
natural horse training, care and hoof 
trimming. We also believe that 
horse owners need to be empow-
ered with the knowledge of how 
horses think, react, communicate as 
well as how their physical bodies 
function so they can detect and help 
treat diseases or injuries along with 
their veterinarians and farriers. It s 
truly amazing how horse respond to 
natural training and handling tech-

niques. The bond with horse and 
human is indescribable while own-
ers can work with their horses 
through training or behavioral prob-
lems and can easily overcome any 
obstacle while developing a 
stronger bond with their horse. 
When you put the time and energy 
into learning these techniques you 
are investing in your own education 
rather than just the horses training. 
Why do we feel such techniques are 
a prevention for horse slaughter? 
Many horses develop man-made 
vices which can deem them as dan-
gerous or delinquent in which many 
owners will sell or trade their horses 
in many of these horses end up at 
auctions where meat buyers pur-
chase them to ship to slaughter. A 
lot of horses that are shipped to 
slaughter are young and healthy but 
have behaviors that could have 
been avoided and could easily be 
fixed with the proper training.  

All fees from the above programs are 
used to help alleviate expenses incurred 
in our rescue efforts. As we are not 
funded by any outside venue, these pro-
grams are necessary for the survival of 
our rescue facility. 

http://www.springhillrescue.com
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Eq u i n e M e m o r i a l B u i l d i n g  
Spring Hill Horse Rescue, Inc (SHHR) was created in January 2000 as a pilot program to run and operate as a true non-profit dedicated 

to the rescue and rehabilitation of abused, neglected and slaughter bound horses. Through this experience we have learned that there is an 
urgent need for a horse rescue facility and the community is very supportive in our efforts. In March of 2002, SHHR incorporated and then 
received an advance ruling from the I.RS. for non-profit status.   

The following information is some of what we have learned over the past four years of operating: 
A large percent of horse abuse complaints go unattended due to lack of knowledge of horses in law enforcement and humane society 

staff as well as lack of transportation and care facilities. 
A lot of horse abuse and neglect is committed out of ignorance. Many people just do not understand the nature of the horse and how to 

properly care for and handle horses safely. Those abuse cases that are intentional can reveal child abuse and neglect as recent studies have 
shown a substantial link between animal abuse and child abuse. 

How does the horse industry affect Vermont? A recent study (2002 Vermont Horses Count! Equine Survey and other resources) con-
ducted by Dr. Betsy Greene, UVM Equine Extension Specialist, revealed that Vermont has the highest horse population per capita. A small 
state with a small population, Vermont s ratio of horses to people (1:18) rivals horse states such as Kentucky (1:26) and Texas (1:36). 
The horse industry also plays an important role in Vermont s economy, bringing in significant dollars into the state. For example, the an-
nual Vermont Summer Festival brings in over $17 million to the community through food, lodging, shopping, etc. This is just one example! 
Vermont has several organizations, clubs, and equine-related activities, not to mention the various riding stables and camps. Vermont s 
horses industry is enduring and growing, brining new business and tourism to the state, says Dr. Greene. 

How does the horse industry affect the United States? With over 6.9 million horses in the United States there are 7.1 million Americans 
involved in the industry as horse owners, service providers, employees and volunteers. Additionally there are millions more Americans that 
participate in horse related activities. It s no wonder that horse related injuries happen frequently. The majority of horse related injuries 
occur at home (approx. 39%). The majority (38%) of the victims are between the ages of 25  44. Many of these accidents happen due to 
improper handling or inadequate know-how and carelessness. 

Horses have a huge economical impact on America s economy and society. In fact, the horse industry produces goods and services of 
$25.3 billion and has a total impact of $112.1 billion on U.S. gross domestic product. This industry s contribution to the U.S. GDP is 
greater than the motion picture services, railroad transportation, furniture and fixtures manufacturing and tobacco product manufacturing 
industries. Some examples of equine businesses are: Thoroughbred Horse Farms and Race Tracks; Boarding, Breeding & Training Facili-
ties; Veterinarians and Farriers; Equestrian Supplies and Feed Sales; PMU (Pregnant Mare Urine) farms for making hormone replace-
ment therapy drugs; equestrian riding camps and schools.  Unfortunately, with this industry come a lot of abuse, neglect and exploitation. 
It s been stated over and over again that the horse is the most exploited animal in the world, in history. 

Since its inception, SHHR s programs have evolved extensively. Rather than just rescue and rehabilitation of the horses, prevention and 
education are just as, if not more, important. For the past four years we have organized and hosted an annual event that initially started with 
a mere 80 participants. This past year it was to a two day long educational clinic and awareness event well received by over 200 participants 
and viewers. While realizing the reception of such an educational event and working with other organizations (such as the Vermont Animal 
Cruelty Task Force, Pittsford Equine 4-H Club, Humane Society of the United States and several of Vermont s humane societies and animal 
shelters) we can clearly see an educational program will be readily welcomed and participated by many. 

We are excited to announce the following upcoming prevention and education programs! 
Horse Care and Training Workshops, Clinics, and Seminars: Horse owners (both new and long time owners) and equine-related 

activity participants can learn to be safer around horses and provide a better understanding and care ethic to their horses while pre-
venting potential abuse and neglect. This program will include equine communication, equine science, natural hoof trimming, etc. 

Youth Summer Program: This program would include children between the ages of 8  18 years old. This program will involve 
caring for horses that are rehabilitating from abuse and neglect including bathing and grooming the horses, hand walking, etc. This 
type of learning environment will help to give children the skills necessary to mature into more compassionate, empathetic and 
responsible adults. Studies have shown that troubled youth have been known to make a strong connection with animals more read-
ily than with people. 

Hands-on Equine Abuse Investigation Workshops, Clinics, and Seminars: Those persons involved in animal abuse investigations 
such as law enforcement, humane officers, animal control officers and town officials, can be better trained to handle equine abuse 
and neglect cases.   

However, before we can offer any of these much needed programs, we must have the proper facilities to accommodate such events. 
Facilities that normally host conventional trainings, workshops and seminars simply don t have the room or proper amenities to accommo-
date horses. To get a true education on working with horses we are very certain that hands on work is necessary. This building would also 
function as a turnout and exercise facility for horses that are rehabilitating from abuse and neglect. They can enjoy full shelter during the 
cold winter months and the hot summer sun as many of the older horses or horses that have been severely malnourished just do not do well 
out to pasture with healthier horses. The building would be at approximately 72 wide by 80 long to provide enough space to conduct the 
events with horses and to facilitate bleachers for participants and auditors. Within the building there will large wood stalls to house horses 
in intense rehab &/or those horses being used for an event. The building fund budget is approximately $40,000.  

Please, take the time to send a contribution to the Equine Memorial Building Fund. All donations are tax deductible 
but more importantly you will be helping many horses by educating their owners and handlers. Send checks or money 
orders (with Building Fund noted in the memo line) to: Spring Hill Horse Rescue, 2617 Union St., Brandon, VT  
05733. Credit card donations can be made on our website via PayPal (www.springhillrescue.com). 

http://www.springhillrescue.com
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Thanks to all of the wonderful people who sent contributions in 2003!  
It s a tremendous help! Our donors are too many to list each and everyone of you have made a 

difference in a horses life no matter how big or small the contribution. 

815 Ballard s Ridge Rd.  
Wakefield, NH 03872 

www.bottlesandbridles.com 
info@bottlesandbridles.com      
phone: 1 (800) 524-8002 

Adopt a Shelter Pet!  

  

Rowdy

 
      Here s our Wish List: 
Dewormers-Tractors-Hay Wagons 

Money-Lumber-Fencing 
Tack-Buckets-Halters 

Gift Cert s to Blue Seal, Brandon 
Gift Cert s to Bourdeau Bros, Mid-

dlebury 
Small Bobcat or Kabota tractor 

Big stock trailer-1 ton Diesel Truck 
Winter Horse Blankets, small sizes 
Iodine &/or Flea & Tick Shampoo 

Office supplies: postage, paper, 
printer cartridges, large envelopes. 

A Big Farm!  

We need several silent 
auction items for our 

annual public 
awareness/fund raiser 
event in August any 

items will be 
appreciated. 

http://www.bottlesandbridles.com



